INTRODUCTION.
WITH the increasing integration of our economic
life .the part played by transportation has been
growing in importance. There has been an all-
round increase in industrial activity, charac-
terised . by the inevitable trends in business
cycles. The history of the first four decades of
this century has been a history of peace and
turmoil, of trade booms and depressions. But
amidst this welter of confusion and chaos,
humanity has steadily progressed. Nay, the
very factors that threaten the foundations of our
civilization have, in a way, set the pace of our
industrial activity. In an atmosphere of sus-
picion and incertitude men and material have
been devoted to ends that may prove destructive
to civilization. There has been for this reason
a quickening in the pulse of industry and trade,
and the exigencies of a chaotic and belligerent
world have led to a speeding up in production
and distribution. A complete and efficient
means of transportation, always so very essen-
tial for national economic development, has
become indispensable now. In the matter of
transport, roads and railways are the most
important agents of progress.
For nearly a century now we have had to
depend upon railways as our chief means of
communication, and to-day they continue to
hold their position of primacy. But, from the
beginning of this century and specially after the
Great War of 1914-18, a new problem has been
Set for the railways. The advent of the motor-
car and its increasing use both for public and
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